



Department of Criminal Justice

Police Technology [YOUR COURSE NUMBER]
[YOUR UNIVERSITY]
[ACADEMIC YEAR]

General Information:

Instructor:


Day/Time:


Classroom:

Office Hours:


Office Location:


Office Telephone:

Email:



Website:

http://www.hitechcj.com/policetechnology

Course Objectives:

This course acquaints students with technology and its use in the criminal justice system.  In addition to providing significant technical information about technology (such as computer operations, wireless communications and geographic information systems), the course emphasized the challenges involved in the use of technology such as implementation and interoperability.  Moreover, through this course, the study of technology is integrated into wider criminal justice themes: ethical and legal implications of technology; technology’s place in the community based policing model; and, how technology impacts traditional criminal justice theories.
Learning Goals:
The course is designed to:

· increase the students critical thinking, and oral and written communications skills;
· increase the students technology skills, especially in the area of computers;
· integrate technology into traditional criminal justice theories;
· examine how technology impacts patrol, investigative and management functions of law enforcement organizations.

· explore how technology impacts organizational processes, structures and cultures; and,
· examine the ethical, legal and privacy issues surrounding technology

Required Readings:

Foster, Raymond E. (2004) Police Technology, New Jersey, Prentice Hall, 1/e

Course Requirements:

The following responsibilities apply to all students:
1. Attend class and take notes.

2. Read and prepare to discuss the assigned reading by the dates identified in the course syllabus.

3. Complete three exams (at third week, mid-term and final).
4. Prepare 5-7 page, academically sound, paper on an issue identified by the instructor.

5. Participate in class activities and discussions.

Method of Evaluation:
Exam One

20%
Mid Term

25%
Final


30%
Issue Paper

20%
Participation

5%

Extra Credit

5%
Semester Total
100% (105 with extra credit)

Grades:

A = 100-90

B =   89-80

C =   79-70

D =   69-60

F = 59 and below
Additional Information:
Examinations – 
The third week and mid-term examinations are a mix of multiple choice, fill-in the blank and true/false questions.  The mid-term is cumulative.
The final examination will consist of two essay questions.

Ethical Conduct – 
Students should be aware that there are severe consequences for violations of academic ethical conduct.  Primarily, we are concerned with cheating and plagiarism. Students who are determined to have cheated or committed plagiarism will face disciplinary action as identified within university regulations.  For additional clarification of cheating and/or plagiarism, refer to the university website or the instructor. 

Extra Credit – 
One of the primary functions of criminal justice is accurate record keeping. For Extra Credit, students may download from the course website a “Classroom Log.”  The Classroom Log is designed like a police officer’s daily field activities report.  In order to gain extra credit, the student must keep the log, recording brief information about class such as Main Topic, their own participation and interesting or helpful comments made by their peers.  Additionally, the instructor will periodically review these logs to ensure daily log maintenance.  At the final examination, the students will submit the logs for review.
Attendance – 
Within the university setting, students are expected to attend class on a regular basis and participate in topic discussion to enhance the overall learning experience. As participation is directly related to attendance, students mission four (4) class session will not receive any credit for attendance/participation.  Attendance will be recorded by a class roster that will be passed among the students during each class.  It is the students responsibility to sign the roster.
Issue Paper – 
Students will be required to write a typed, 5-7 page analysis of a course related issue identified by the instructor.  At a minimum, it is expected that the students will produce an academically sound and properly formatted work (APA format is strongly encouraged).  The instructor will provide more information concerning Issue Paper expectations during class.  The paper will graded on content as well as exposition.    

Ethical Conduct – 
Students should be aware that there are severe consequences for violations of academic ethical conduct.  Primarily, we are concerned with cheating and plagiarism. Students who are determined to have cheated or committed plagiarism will face disciplinary action as identified within university regulations.  For additional clarification of cheating and/or plagiarism, refer to the university website or the instructor. 

Website – 
The course has a companion website.  
	 Date
	Week One
	Reading
	Supplemental Readings/Assignments

	
	Course Orientation
	 
	 

	
	Introduction to Police Technology
	Foster CH1
	

	
	Week Two
	 
	 

	
	Computer Basics
	Foster CH2
	

	
	Week Three
	 
	 

	
	Wireless Communications
	Foster CH3
	Exam

	
	Week Four
	 
	 

	
	Network Communications
	Foster CH4
	

	
	Week Five
	 
	 

	
	Geographic Information Systems
	Foster CH5
	

	
	Week Six
	 
	 

	
	The History of Police Technology
	Foster CH6
	

	
	Dispatch Centers
	Foster CH7
	

	
	Week Seven
	 
	 

	
	Agency Systems
	Foster CH8
	 

	
	Week Eight
	 
	 

	
	External Systems
	Foster CH9
	 

	
	Mid Term
	 
	Mid Term

	
	Week Nine
	 
	 

	
	The Internet and Law Enforcement
	Foster CH10
	 

	
	Week Ten
	 
	 

	
	Information Exchange
	Foster CH11
	 

	
	Week Eleven
	 
	 

	
	Crime Analysis
	 Foster CH12
	

	
	Week Twelve
	 
	 

	
	Technology in Investigations
	 
	 

	
	Wire Taps and Surveillance
	Foster CH14/15
	

	
	Week Thirteen
	 
	 

	
	Hi Tech Crime
	Foster CH16
	

	
	Disaster Response Technology
	Foster CH17
	 

	
	Week Fourteen Fall Recess, No Class
	 
	 

	
	Week Fifteen
	 
	 

	
	Technology in the Street
	Foster CH18
	Issue Paper Due

	
	Managing Technology
	Foster CH19/20
	

	
	Week Sixteen
	 
	 

	
	Future Technologies
	CH23
	 

	
	Course Review
	 
	 

	
	Week Seventeen - Final Per Schedule
	 
	 Final


PAGE  
xi

