Principles and Concepts of Investigations and Reporting


Mid Term Assignment
Conduct an analysis of one of the “true crime” novels listed on this page (they are available via hyperlink from the course website to Amazon.com, or at bookstores and libraries).  Your analysis should be four to six pages in length and minimally include the following:

1.
A brief description of the crime or crimes (one page).

2.
An analysis of the investigative techniques (not all of these issues apply)

A.
How was the initial crime scene(s) protected?  Was evidence lost, contaminated, or did the protection of the crime scene prove to be ultimately critical to the investigation?

B.
Which forensic science techniques were used?

C.
Which forensic science techniques were not used?  Were they available?  Would science developed in later years used have proved useful?

D.
How were investigative efforts and leads coordinate?  Were there coordination problems?  How were clues handled and investigated? Would technology have helped in the management of clues, leads and resources?

E.
Were their management problems?

F.
Did the novel provide insight into report writing?  If so, what issues were raised?

G.
What legal issues were raised or explored during the investigation?  Did investigators obtain search warrants?  Did they seize evidence when they should have sought a warrant first?  Did the investigator’s early actions, regarding search and seizure, or perhaps Fourth Amendment issues, impact the case at trial?

H.
How were witness interviews conducted?  Did they take notes, use audio or video recording?  Did this impact the case?

I.
What technology was used?  What technology could have been used?  What technology was later developed that might have proved instrumental?

J.
Did they interview the suspect?  If so, were there legal issues?  What type of interview tactics did they use?  What could they have used?

This assignment will be graded on content as well as exposition.  Moreover, students are expected to reference back and forth between the required texts and their “true crime” novels. 

In Cold Blood, Truman Capote  

Green River, Running Red, Ann Rule  

Helter Skelter, Vincent Bugliosi  

The Want-Ad Killer, Ann Rule 
May God Have Mercy, John C. Tucker
The Fire Lover, Joseph Wambaugh  

Labyrinth, Randall Sullivan  

Pointing from the Grave,Samantha Weinberg  

Echoes in the Darkness, Joseph Wambaugh  

The Blooding, Joseph Wambaugh  

Prepared by Lieutenant Raymond E. Foster, LAPD (ret.), MPA


